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Description of the Related Art In image forming apparatuses such as printers, photocopiers, facsimiles, or multifunction printers provided with at least two of these functions, a toner image is formed on a photosensitive member and then transferred onto a recording medium. The toner image formed on the recording medium is fixed on the recording medium. Generally, a fixing device is disposed at

the downstream side of the transfer portion of the image forming apparatus and fixes the toner image onto the recording medium. The fixing device includes a fixing belt and a heat source. The fixing belt is trained around a plurality of rollers such as a fixing roller and a pressure roller that press the recording medium against the fixing belt. The heat source heats the fixing belt through the fixing roller
and the pressure roller. The recording medium on which the toner image has been transferred passes through the fixing belt, and the toner image is fixed on the recording medium by the heat and pressure applied by the fixing roller and the pressure roller. The temperature of the fixing belt is controlled to a fixing temperature suitable for fixing the toner image on the recording medium. For this reason,

there is a need for ensuring an adequate length of time from the time when the heat source is activated until the time when the temperature of the fixing belt reaches the fixing temperature. A temperature sensor for measuring the temperature of the fixing belt is provided to measure the temperature of the fixing belt. If the temperature sensor is arranged in a position close to the heat source, the heat
transfer from the heat source to the fixing belt will be low. As a result, the temperature of the fixing belt will not reach the fixing temperature until a predetermined length of time has elapsed, which is a problem. Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2014-69193 proposes a fixing device that includes a temperature sensor. In this fixing device, the fixing belt is in contact with the temperature sensor and the

heat source, and the temperature of the fixing belt is measured by the temperature sensor. A 82157476af
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